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The demolition of the iconic Cronulla clock tower posed various challenges for  
Effortless Excavations, but paves the way for local rejuvenation

Effortless Excavations 
carried out demolition 
and excavation works 

for Cronulla’s Town 
Square mall upgrade

Timely farewell

Complex excavation projects often 
encounter a range of challenges, 
which can bring uncertainties to  
a project’s completion date and 
overall success.

Whether it’s navigating the 
complexities of a tight residential 
basement or managing the vast 
expanse of a civil site, Effortless 
Excavations aims to remove the 
stress that can come with these  
types of projects.

As its name suggests, the business’ 
philosophy is all about providing 
a superior and seamless customer 
experience throughout a project – 
with minimal hassle.

Leveraging more than 20 years of 
industry experience, the business 
provides a variety of excavation 
services throughout the greater 
Sydney area, offering everything 
from tight-access work and backyard 
digging for swimming pools to  
larger demolition projects and  
bulk excavation.

Based in Sydney’s Sutherland  
Shire, Effortless Excavations has been 
taking on larger and more complex 
projects in the southern region – most 
recently the demolition of Cronulla’s 
iconic clock tower and amphitheatre.

Removed as part of the broader 
Town Square mall upgrade, the 
clock tower had a significant history 

housing the oldest public clock in 
Australia, which was built in 1770.

“It was donated and had been there 
since the 1940s, so it was an icon of 
Cronulla Mall,” Effortless Excavations 
co-director Andrew Thompson says.

“The demolition of the tower was 

part of a project which will  
revitalise everything to make  
it modern for the 21st Century  
with a new amphitheatre and  
more entertainment.”

Historic demolition
Cronulla’s Town Square Mall upgrade 
is seeing the area being cleared to 
make way for a new performance 
area, public amenities, seating, extra 
lighting and paving.

CA&I, a construction company 
specialising in town centre upgrades, 
was contracted by Sutherland 
Shire Council to deliver these new 
amenities and enlisted the help of 
Effortless Excavations to carry out 
the demolition and excavation work.

With cafés and restaurants in 
the area still open for operation, 
Effortless Excavations was required 
to demolish the clock tower, 
amphitheatre, outdated toilets and 
amenities safely, and with minimal 
disruption to the local community.

With works commencing in early 
August, wild weather hit Cronulla 
– adding additional challenges for 
Effortless Excavations.

“It was one of the rainiest starts to a 
job we’ve ever had, and the area was 
a wind tunnel,” Thompson says.

“The wind was so strong that the 
scaffolding was shaking and broke 
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The clock itself was removed from the 
structure to preserve its history
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The proximity of nearby cafés and 
restaurants meant extra safety 

precautions were taken

A 23.5-tonne excavator was used  
to demolish the amphitheatre  

and clock tower
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Multiple pink attachments were used on 
the project, promoting Salmon Buckets & 

Attachments’ Dig It Pink campaign

It took just eight days to 
complete the demolition and 

excavation

Effortless Excavations has 
finished its work at Cronulla’s 

Town Square mall, with the rest 
of the upgrade project expected 

to be completed in December 
2026

on the clock tower, so we had to 
re-evaluate.”

Given the history of the iconic  
clock tower, Thompson says there 
was also some pushback from the 
local community regarding its 
demolition, so it was decided the 
clock itself would be preserved 
and housed within the new façade 
of the Cronulla Central building 
– maintaining the clock’s close 
relationship with the plaza.

Once the clock had been carefully 
removed from the structure by a 
specialist clock master, Effortless 
Excavations used a 23.5-tonne 
excavator attached with a ripper  
and bucket to carefully take the 
structure down.

This was done quickly, however 
the amphitheatre demolition proved 
to be more challenging. Manual 
labour was required to take off the 
roof sheets, which needed to be 
stacked and neatly rolled up, with the 
insulation also done by hand.

The 23.5-tonne excavator then 
pulled down the structure and a 
mechanical grab was used to place 
the debris out of harm’s way.

“We had to rip up all of the concrete 
footings, which were massive,” 
Thompson says.

“They were about one and a half 
meters thick and tall, and they took a 
fair bit to get out.”

After just eight days, both the clock 
tower and the amphitheatre were 
demolished, alongside the old toilet 
block and other amenities.

Eye catching
With the project in such close 
proximity to the local community, 

Thompson says many pedestrians 
stopped to take photos and videos  
of the excavator at work, possibly  
attracted by the multiple pink  
attachments being used.

These are all from Salmon Buckets 
& Attachments (SBA), with the pink 
coating advertising its Dig It Pink 
campaign. This initiative actively 
supports the McGrath Foundation, 

which delivers free specialist breast 
cancer nursing services.

When SBA customers like Effortless 
Excavations request their purchased 
attachments be painted in pink, a 
percentage of SBA’s profits go towards 
the foundation.

This is an initiative Effortless 
Excavations is closely supporting, 
with its Dig It Pink attachments 
including general purpose, mud 
and shaker buckets, rippers and 
mechanical grabs.

“Everything on my machines is 
from Salmon Buckets – they’re the 
best,” Thompson says.

Now that Effortless Excavations has 
concluded its work on the Cronulla 
town square, CS&I will carry out the 
rest of the upgrade project, which 
is expected to be completed in 
December 2026. 
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